
SCSI: Using the SCSI ID Address #0

This article last reviewed: 25 February 1991

TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

Can you clarify an issue concerning SCSI addresses?  The Macintosh is
always address #7.  Internal hard drives are always address #0.  For a
Macintosh that doesn't have an internal hard drive, can its external drive
use address #0? Is #0 reserved by the system? Is there some special
significance associated with the #0 address?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

The SCSI address #0 is a special address, but it is not absolutely reserved
for system use.  Not taking the Startup Device cDEV into account, if the
Macintosh sees a storage device attached to it that has a SCSI ID of 0,
then it will wait for that device to come up to speed to see if it is
bootable. If it is bootable, the system will start up from that device.
There is no other special significance attached to the #0 ID, so you can
set an external device to it if you like.
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