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System 6.0.3: Incompatible with Macintosh 512K e and HD20

This article last reviewed: 14 Septenber 1989

Maci nt osh 512Ke users (sone al so runni ng HD-20s have reported the foll ow ng
scenari o:

After updating the Systemon the startup hard disk to System 6.0.3, the system
woul d not start. Attenpts to start up froma startup disk with System6.0.3
gave the same synptons. That is, the Happy Maci ntosh face appears. Then, the
di al og box appears and stays blank. At that point, the system hangs.
Restarting froma System6.0.1 fl oppy worKks.

There are a couple of thing that could cause this lack of conpatibility. One is
the lack of support for the HD 20, which was dropped with System 6.0. Anot her
is that System 6.0.3 requires XPRAM (256 bytes versus 20 bytes) in the

Maci ntosh. A Maci ntosh Plus does not have XPRAM and System 6.0.3 relies on
it. This is probably the reason the Maci ntosh 512Ke hangs when starting up. It
is looking for information from XPRAM and cannot find it. Starting up from an
HD- 20 may be conpoundi ng t he probl em

According to the System Software nanual that came with System 6.0, the | atest
versi on of system software recommended for a Macintosh 512Ke is System 4.1,
Finder 5.5. It doesn't seemto matter whether an HD-20 is in use or not.

Maci nt osh 512Ke users would do well to re-install Finder 5.5 and System 4.1 on
t hei r machi nes.
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