Macintosh System Software 6.0 Changes (part 2 of 4)

This article |last reviewed: 15 June 1988

Maci nt osh System Software 6.0 includes four disks:
- System Tool s

- Printer Tools

- Macintosh Utilities 1

- Macintosh Utilities 2

The contents of these four disks are described in the three articles
"Maci ntosh System Software 6.0 Changes" (parts 2 through 4).

SYSTEM TOCLS DI SK

Col or Pi cker Package

When using 8-bit node on a device with a CLUT, Col or Picker now displays
36 slices in the color wheel rather than six.

Known Col or Pi cker Bugs

- Gray scale fonts can | ook blotchy with Col orPicker in 16-col or node,
because the grays used in the font can be changed while the package is
runni ng.

- The Col or Pi cker uses a fair amount of nmenory, and its error checking for
out of nmenory conditions is lax. |If you call GetColor in | ow nmenory
situations, you are likely to run into a systemerror.

- GetColor assunes that the color environnent is stable when it is installed.
If you have used Pal ette Manager or Col or Manager to change the col or
environnent, GetColor often initially selects the wong color. Al nost
any user action will cause Col orPicker to refresh the colors, and
therefore correct this situation.

Col or Qui ckDr aw

Col or Qui ckDraw now i ncorporates Andy Hertzfeld s QuickerGaf. Previously,



the color used as the transparent color (for arithnetic transfer node #36)
was the port's RGBBkColor. Now, in CGafPorts only, the transparent col or
is specified by the port's rgbQpColor -- transparent node drawing in old
GrafPorts will continue to use bkColor to determne the index of the
transparent color.

Menu Manager

Pop-Up nenus work on multiple Macintosh Il nonitors when running

Mul ti Fi nder.

Noti fication Manager

The Notification Manager allows a process, such as an application, desk
accessory, or device driver to asynchronously alert the user that it wants
or needs attention

Qperating SystemUtilities

A fix has been made to the Systemfile to correct a | ong-standi ng problem
in UpString, which selectively uppercases and de-diactriticalizes strings
for operating systemuse. Strings that included the accent grave ($60),
when passed to UpString, returned a |ower case 'a' instead of |eaving the
accent unchanged.

Pal ett e Manager

A bug has been fixed that caused a crash if nore than 16 pal ettes were used.

The problemthat resulted when calling PnBackColor with a palette entry
whose usage was pnExplicit has been fixed.

When a palette is activated, all gDevice CLUT entries are unprotected on al
devices affected by the palette.

pnifol erant entries, other than black and white, can now occupy position zero
in a palette.

A bug relating to color table aninmation and changi ng depths has been fixed.

Pal at es can be used with nore than one w ndow.

Qui ckDr aw

An ol d Qui ckDraw regi on bug has been fixed. Perforning a region operation
(Uni onRgn) on two regions that total nore than 16K in size used to produce
garbage. This is no |longer the case.



Pai nting pol ygons is now faster and nore stable.

Scri pt Manager

The tools and capabilities provided for devel opers by the Script Manager
have been extended in three areas: text, date, and nunbers. In addition
some mnor bugs were fixed and perfornance enhancenents i ncorporated.

The new text |anguage routine capabilities include:

- lexically interpreting different scripts (in macro | anguages, for exanple)

- allocating justification to different format runs within a line

- ordering format runs properly with bi-directional (Hebrew, Arabic) text

- quickly separating Roman from non- Ronan text, and determ ning word-wap in
t ext processing.

The international utilities text conparison routines are significantly
i mproved in perfornmance, by 25%to 94%

The Maci ntosh date routines are extended to provide a |larger range (roughly
35,000 years), and nore information. This allows prograns that need | arger
range of dates to use systemroutines rather than produce their own, which
may not be internationally conpatible.

The new nunber routines suppl enent SANE, allowi ng applications to display
formatted nunbers in the manner of M crosoft Excel or 4th Dinmension, and to
read both formatted and sinple nunbers. The formatting strings allow
natural display and entry of nunbers and editing of format strings even

t hough the original nunbers and the format strings were entered in a

| anguage other than the final user's.

Sound Manager

SndPlay is fixed to work with Format 2 snd resources.

A new resource | D mappi ng scheme was added for snth resources.

Working M DI synt hesi zers are added.

A RAM based version of Sound Manager to run on the Maci ntosh Plus and SE
i s added.

Sanpl edSynth and NoteSynth for the Maci ntosh Plus and SE are added.

A new version of SystemBeep, for the Macintosh Plus and SE, is added --
with the ability to set a sound to be used with SysBeep.

Sanpl ed Sound Synth can now play at 44.1 kHz sounds w thout a crash.

The probl em of Synth hangi ng when there is lots of AppleTalk traffic is
fixed.



The "Sound" Control Panel device, and its sound |ist, now appear on the
Maci nt osh Plus and Macintosh SE only if the new sound nanager is
installed (if the SndPlay trap exists).

Standard Fil e Package

If CurDirStore or SFSaveDi sk is changed when the ReBuildList result is
returned fromthe dialog filter, the current directory is changed to the
directory specified by CurDirStore and SFSaveDi sk.

System Error Handl er

New system errors were assigned for WDEFnFnd (87) and CDEFnFnd (88).

Text Edi t

Changes are nade to sone TextEdit routines, and new routines are added.
The bug in TEStylInsert when inserting O |l ength text has been fixed.
ReCal Li nes has been patched to properly shrink the lineStarts array.

Cet Styl eScrap was changed to return a proper scrap record, even it there
is no selection range (prevents applications fromhaving to special -case
i nsertion points).

Ref erences to faces are now byte- instead of word-Iength.

A bug in TEGet Hei ght, when there were no characters in the buffer, is fixed.
It returned 0 height, but now returns height of the next character to be
typed.

Tool box Event Manager

_WaitNextEvent is now inplenented in the Systemas well as MiltiFinder.

W ndow Manager

A bug was fixed in G owWndow on the Macintosh Il, where it used to return
an incorrect result when the w ndow size didn't change.

A bug in WDEF, which caused screen garbage on Macintosh Il under rare
ci rcunstances, is fixed.

Cont i nued

This article continued in "Macintosh System Software 6.0 Changes (part
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