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LocalTalk Has Effective Electrical |solation

This article |last reviewed: 8 March 1989

The Local Tal k systemis nuch | ess sensitive to power problens than nmany
net wor ks.

To start with, Local Tal k uses differential signaling, which has a higher
noi se imunity than normal, directly-connected TTL | ogic networks (like
Corvus, for instance). Also, Local Tal k uses transformer coupling fromthe
network to the node. This provides additional isolation fromnoise on the
networ k. The transfornmer specification requires that there be no
significant | eakage current with 1000VDC applied between the secondary

wi ndi ng and the core.

Because the Local Tal k network is passively coupled, any severe noi se spikes
woul d have to cone through the systemitself. This nmeans any protection
provided for the systemitself would al so be protecting the network.
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